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VWomonspace Is online! Check out our website at: 


http://www. gaycanada. com/womonspace/ 


SPLINTERS FROM THE BOARD: 


Th ill be no Womonspace dance in . . 
pens P Providing an Environment, Services and Products for the > 


May. Instead there will be a mixed Pride dance 5 2. 
on the fourth weekend in May. Pride Awards BS ions = 
will likely be presented before the dance. We S Ue ee ae S 
plan to hold a barbecue/dance on June 30". ® petals ie a 
Womonspace will have an expanded role in = Canada VSL 3Y5_ 2 
the choral Festival 98 taking place on the May Sean ee 3 
‘ i 5 ae =. 

long weekend; we are co-ordinating the social = ap as ere we is for & 
events. =  1-888-WYM-WARE = 
NOU XAT SGM STII 'S3gIA oe 5970» jos 


Our website has been greatly enhanced and 
Womonspace News is now online as well. 
Check it out! (The URL is above.) 


WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS | eoniriirare 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. 


Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political and — Se = a d 

social commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all ; ; ae 

welcomed. Write to Womonspace News (Box 128, Main P.O., Lindy Pratch, Lore 

Edmonton AB T5J 3K4), attend a newsletter meeting, visit our LeMay, Debbie 

website (address above) or leave a message at 482-1794. Bryson, Liz Massiah, 
Topics for coming months: April- Lesbians with disabilities. _ | Honeypot. | 


May- Lesbian youth. June- Lesbian mothers. 


Womonspace News is a publication of Womonspace Social and Recreational Society of Edmonton. We are a nonprofit 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas. Our 
purpose is to inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue 
of Womonspace News do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, 
organizations and establishments publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. = 
Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis by the Newsletter Committee. We welcome submissions. 
Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We reserve the right to edit for length and content, and to 
tefuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main PG: Edmonton, AB 
T5J 3K4. Womonspace members may submit classified advertising — up to 3 lines free — at any time. Womonspace 
News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer publications costs. Womonspace does not necessarily 
endorse products or services offered. We reserve the right to refuse ads. For rate information, and to pies an ad, 
Please leave a message on the Lesbian Info Line: 482-1794. The editor i is Lindy Pratch. 
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MALE TO FEMALE 
Oppressed by the oppressed 


Anonymous 

A chance to write about my feelings towards 
the Edmonton lesbian community as a male- 
to-female transgendered person. I would not 
miss the opportunity! 

You have undoubtedly heard of love-hate 
relationships. That’s what I'd call my time 
“breaking into” the lesbian community; a love- 
hate relationship. Oh, I loved to 
get close, as close as I dared, 
but oh, how I hated the 
rejection. 

We all hate rejection, but do 
you know what bothered me the 
most? I looked at the lesbian 
community as an oppressed 
community. Within that 
community, I considered myself oppressed. I 
used to call it “being oppressed by the 
oppressed.” 

I remember finding some accommodation 
on the edge of the lesbian community. I met 
one bisexual woman who read me perfectly. 
She knew exactly what I wanted to hear. We 
had a short relationship that cost me many 
dearly earned dollars. 

Then, in some of the groups with which I 
became involved, there were those little circles 
of lesbians who appreciated me for what I had 
to offer, but didn’t include me in any of their 
goings on. In some of these groups there were 
gays and lesbians. I felt more acceptance from 
the gays, but I was not one with them in social 
situations. They talked about their sexuality to 
each other, and it was not my sexuality. It was 
as different to me as it would be to any of you 


lesbians! 

Then I met a few lesbians whose personal 
problems kept them from the mainstream 
lesbian culture. They were on the fringe of the 
lesbian community because of being somewhat 
odd. They retumed my friendly advances and I 
appreciated it. At least it got me inside places 
lesbians met, although I still was not accepted 
as a member of the mainstream group. 

I remember being told by one of these 
lesbians on the fringe of the community that I 
was being referred to as “the 
half-and-half.” I felt slighted by 
the comment. I looked at the 
range of gays and lesbians and 
saw everyone from the drag 
queens to the drag kings—if 
you could refer to the butch 
lesbians as such. The range was 
immense, but I was still outside. 

It is interesting looking back on this all 
now, some eight years since having my final 
surgeries in Europe. I look at 10 years of 
continuing to work as a professional, 
continuing in the same career as I was in 
before the transition. I am probably better off 
than many of the lesbians through whose lives 
I passed. My house is almost paid for. My 
career continues. People I work with and the 
public I deal with do not have the foggiest that 
I am not a woman from birth. I can now move 
through lesbian crowds and if you do not 
know me from before, you will not know I 
was not bom a woman. 

I have been in a lesbian relationship for 
almost a half-dozen years. That is longer than 
many of you who are now reading this article 
can claim. 

(Continued on page 4) 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 3 


Yes, there are many who travel my 
transgendered path who end up in 
“heterosexual” relationships with men. There 
are also many who travel this path who have 
always been lesbians inside and will remain as 
such. 

I think back, way back, to my first 
appointment with that all-necessary psychiatrist 
who had to sign those papers before surgeons 
would operate on me. My first appointment... 
my first comments... what was I... what did I 
want to becomer A lesbian, of course. It was a 
natural and easy answer for me. 

Do the paths of the transgendered and 
lesbians cross? Yes, they do. You know how 
you want to be accepted as wholesome and 
worthwhile people? Well, so do the 
trans gendered. 

Be kind. Be accepting. Underneath our 
changing exteriors are people longing to be 
accepted and loved. Not much different from 
you. 


QUOTES: 


| know I’m not a man—about that much I’m 
very clear, and I’ve come to the conclusion 
that I'm probably not a woman, either, at least 
not according to a lot of people’s rules on this 
sort of thing. The trouble is, we're living ina 
world that insists we be one or the other. 
Kate Bornstein 
Gender Outlaw, 1994 


By the time | was six | was sure that | was 
born aman. 
Carson McCullers, 1940 
(from the introduction to The Collected Stories 
of Carson McCullers, 1987) 


The single most important fact on the biological 
comparisons of the sexes is that there are 
greater differences between men as a group, 
and between women as a group, than there are 
between men and women. Many brain studies 
show no sex differences at all, and the ones that 
do show differences do so through elaborate 
manipulation of statistics. 
Phyllis Burke 
Gender Shock, 1996 


There are two sexes, male and female, right? 
Wrong! In fact, there is a continuum of sex 
types, ranging from very male to very female, 
with countless variations in between. This 
startling new notion is just now beginning to 
emerge from feminist thinking, scientific 
research, and a grassroots movement called 
“transgenderism.” In the future, labeling people 
at birth as “male” or “female” will be considered 
just as unfair as South Africa’s now-abolished 
practice of stamping “black” or “white” on 
people’s ID cards. 
Martine RothBlatt 
The Apartheid of Sex, 1995 


The sound of trumpets died away and Orlando 
stood stark naked. No human being since the 
world began has ever looked more ravishing. 
His form combined in one the strength of a man 
and a womans grace [...] Orlando had become 
a woman—there is no denying it. But in every 
other respect, Orlando remained precisely as he 
had been. 

Virginia Woolf 

Orlando, 1928 
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FEMALE TO MALE 
We are still sisters 


by Mickey Wilson 

As a female to male transgendered person 
who has been involved in the Edmonton lesbian 
and gay community for many years, I have some 
thoughts to share with you. 

The first thing I would like to say is, “I am 
one of you!” No, I am not female, but then I 
never have been. And no, I am not a lesbian, 
although for 25 years I lived as a woman loving 
women. But the truth is that in my mind and 
heart I have always been a man who loves 
women, a heterosexual male. 

I was part of your community, volunteering 
at many Womonspace dances. We shared the 
common cause of equal rights for all people. 
We celebrated successes and shared sadness and 
grief over losses. I was welcomed and affirmed 
within the diversity of our community. I was 
one of you. We were “sisters.” 

Then, this past spring, I came out as 
transgendered. I shared with many people the 
truth of who I am because it was killing me to 
keep hiding, to live a double life, a lie. I know 
that each one of you knows all about that. It 
was a very scary thing to do. My greatest fear 
was that you would reject me, that I would no 
longer be welcome, belong. That’s why it took 
me so long to come out in the first place. And I 
must say your response has been more positive 
than I had ever imagined. Your acceptance of 
my reality, my truth, my decision to be true to 
who I am was and continues to be wonderful, 
for the most part. But the hardest part has been 
the fact that I know many of you don’t see me 
as “one of you” any longer. I am an outsider. I 
am no longer a “sister” in your eyes. But I need 


you to hear me when I say I am! 

I lived alongside of you for 25 years. I lived 
your reality, too. Although I was a man in my 
mind, in the eyes of the world, yours included, 
I was a lesbian. I experienced the oppression 
and fear. For 25 years I struggled for 
acceptance and belonging in the world. I 
struggled to have my life, my love—in fact, our 
lives and our loves—validated and recognized. 

I wanted the world to know I was a human 
being with joy and sorrow, struggles and 
successes, family, friends and work—just like 
anyone else. Over and over again I maintained 
that there was no difference between us and 
anyone else. We were marvellously made and 
needed to be able to freely express who we ate. 
I wore rainbows and ribbons and triangles with 
pride. And you know what? I still do. But I 
find myself struggling for acceptance and 
belonging, not only “out there,” but also in my 
community as well. 

I am still one of you—whether you 
understand or not. I have 25 years of life 
experience that cannot be erased or taken away. 
I still work and struggle for our rights, your 
and mine. I still wear rainbows and will 
continue to work alongside you. I will fight to 
belong and for my place in your midst. I am 
your “sister” even though I am male. I have 
committed myself to the lesbian, gay and 
transgendered community and I will fight for 
my place among you. I will not allow you to 
keep me on the outside. I am still the same 
person I was before you knew. 

Let’s break down the barriers we have built 
within our community. Let’s stand together in 
solidarity as an example to the world. Let’s 
embrace one another in love and acceptance. 
Together we will be so much stronger and so 
much more whole. 
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LEGAL ISSUES 
The law and 


transgendered persons 
by Juke C Lloyd 

I was consulted by a doctor not 
too long ago. The doctor wanted to pick my 
brain (such as it is) about a question a patient 
had asked him. 

The patient had completed the 
transformation from male to female. One 
might hope that her problems would now be 
over. Unfortunately, not. 

The problem was that all forms of her 
identification stated that she was a male. She 
lived in fear of getting asked for ID in a bar, 
being pulled over by the police, attempting 
to renew a driver's licence, applying for a 
passport and other things. Clearly, it was 
important to get her identification 
documents changed to reflect her new sex. 

How does one go about changing 
personal records? It turns out that the 
solution is easier than I had feared. The Vzta/ 
Statistics Act makes provision for changing 
the sex designation on one’s registration of 
birth. To do this, the director of vital 
statistics must be provided with: 

- affidavits sworn by two medical doctors 
deposing that the biological sex of the 
applicant has changed; 

- an affidavit swom by the applicant 
permitting the director of vital statistics to 
change the sex designation on the record; 

- payment of a fee. 

The wording of the affidavits will 
probably have to mirror the wording used in 
the Act, and I recommend that a lawyer draft 
or review the documents. 


Upon receipt of the above, the director 
must instruct that the record be changed. 


After a short delay while the change is 
recorded on the official register, one can 


order his or her new birth certificate 
and—voila—“‘it’s a girll”’ 

The Alberta reality is that we have 
ptivate registry offices rather than government-run 
registries. Such registries are compelled by 
legislation to effect these changes upon being 
provided with proper documentation—so don’t let 
them give you attitude. 

The new birth certificate can then be used to 
change other forms of identification issued by the 
province, such as driver's licence and Alberta 
Health Care records. The birth certificate can also 
be used to change identification issued by the 
federal government, such as social insurance 
records and passports. 

The private registry system we have in Alberta 
gives me some concerns about privacy, as registry 
offices are not staffed by government employees. 
The staff of these registry offices are, however, 
required to maintain the confidentiality of 
information. If you have concems about privacy 
when dealing with a provincial registry office you 
can contact the Alberta Information and Privacy 
Commission; at the federal level, contact the 
Federal Privacy Commission. 

I have also been advised by a government 
registry employee that it may be possible to effect 
the necessary change to one’s birth certificate 
through the Alberta Department of Vital Statistics 
rather than dealing with a private registry office. I 
was advised that if changes are of a particularly 
sensitive nature, the department may be willing to 
implement the changes itself. It probably means 
you have to find the right government employee. 
If anyone needs a name and phone number, just 
give me a call (497-7755). 
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TRANSGENDERED 
A Selected Bibliography 


At Edmonton Public Library 
by Lindy Pratch 
Fiction: 

28 Barbary Lane: A Tales of the City 
Omnibus by Armistead Maupin, Harper 
Collins, New York 1990. 

Cereus Blooms at Night by Shani Mootoo, 
Press Gang, Vancouver 1996. 

Dove and Sword: A Novel of Joan of Arc 
by Nancy Garden, Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, 
New York 1995. 

Gaudi Afternoon by Barbara Wilson, Seal 
Press, Seattle 1990. 

Kitchen by Banana Yoshimoto, Grove 
Press, New York 1993. 

Neatly Roadkill: An Infobahn Erotic 
Adventure by Caitlin Sullivan and Kate 
Bornstein, High Risk Books, London 1996. 

Orlando: A Biography by Virginia Woolf, 
Harcour Brace Javanovich, New York, 1928. 

Shadow Man by Melissa Scott, Tor, New 
York 1995. 

Stone Butch Blues by Leslie Feinberg, 
Firebrand, Ithaca 1993. 

Biography: 

An Edmonton Queen: Not a Riverboat 
Story by Darrin Hagen, Slipstream Books, 
Edmonton 1997. 

The Last Time I Wore a Dress by Daphne 
Scholinski, Riverhead, 1997. (Diagnosed with 
Gender Identity Disorder at 14, Daphne 
endured 5 years in a mental institution.) 

Monsieur D’Eon is a Woman: A Tale of 
Political Intrigue and Sexual Masquerade 
by Gary Kates, BasicBooks, New York 1995. 


(A celebrated 18th century French diplomat 
and spy announced mid-career that he was a 
she—a lie not uncovered until his death some 
thirty-five years later.) 

My Story by Caroline Cossey, Faber & 
Faber, London 1991. (A male to female 
transsexual’s struggle against ignorance and 
misunderstanding for the rights she knew she 
deserved.) 

Nine Lives: The Autobiography of 
Erica Rutherford by Erica Rutherford, 
Ragweed, Charlottetown, P.E.I. 1993. (For 
fifty years, this internationally respected artist 
lived with the conviction that she was bom 
the wrong gender, then finally made the 
decision to live her life as a woman.) 

So Different: An Extraordinary 
Autobiography by Peter Stirling, Simon & 
Schuster, Australia 1989. (XY genotype 
pronounced female at birth, Peter’s body 
gradually shifted to maleness later on.) 
Non-Fiction: 

The Apartheid of Sex: A Manifesto on 
the Freedom of Gender by Martine 
Rothblatt, Crowne, New York 1995. 

Gender Shock: Exploding the Myths of 
Male & Female by Phyllis Burke, Anchor 
Books, New York 1996. 

Gender Outlaw: On Men, Women, and 
the Rest of Us by Kate Bomstein, Vintage, 
New York 1994. 

Transgender Warriors: Making History 
from Joan of Arc to RuPaul by Leslie 
Feinberg, Beacon Press, Boston 1996. 

Vested Interests: Cross-Dressing and 
Cultural Anxiety by Marjorie Garber, 
Routledge, New York 1992. 

Why Do I Crossdress? Take a Walk on 
the Wildside, Toronto 1994. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) is located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films on 
Wednesdays. 488-3234. Peer support is also 
available through email; 
gicce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 

Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays 5:30-6 pM. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 po. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays 7-8 pM. 

Lambda Christian Community 
evangelical church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 
Ave. 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church weekly 
worship, McDougall United Church, 10086 
MacDonald Drive (tiverside entrance), 
Sundays at 7:15 pM. 

Also at McDougall, AFFIRM United 
meets at 7:30 pm the last Saturday of each 
month. Phyllis, 434-4808. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton 
welcomes lesbians and gays. Services of union 
available. Sunday services at 10:30 am, 12530- 
110 Ave. 454-8073. 

The Classics social group for women 
over 40. Videos, cards, pool and conversation. 
New members welcome. Sherry; 475-1502. 

SOLO Social club for women gets 
together every week for a wide variety of social 
events. Contact Kim at 988-4807. 


Women’s Coffee Night Wednesdays, 7 pm 
at Jazzberrys Too Cafe, 10116-124 Street. Kerry, 
991-7834. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth: meet Saturdays 
from 8-10 pm at the Gay & Lesbian Community 
Centre. A supervised support and social group 
welcomes all youth. 488-3234. 

PFLAG: Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
ot Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwatded to a PFLAG volunteer (confidential 
and anonymous). 

Out & Out (O’) Outdoor and recreation 
group for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and their 
friends. 988-3132. 

Northern Chaps Edmonton’s leather-fetish 
club for gay, lesbian and straight men and | 
women meets at Boots & Saddle the first & third 
Friday of every month, 9 pm to midnight. 

Northern Titans Gay & Lesbian 
Bowling Association meet Saturday at 5:30 
pM. Pins and Cues. Call 454-8609. 


Night Spots: 


Buddy’s - Upstairs pub; 10112-124 Street. 
Karaoke Wednesday, country dancing Saturday. 

Jazzberry Too Cafe - 10116-124 Street. 

The Roost - Private club at 10345-104 
Street; 426-3150. 

Shakespear’s - Darts & Rumpus Room; 
10805-105 Avenue; 420-1679. Karaoke Monday, 
Open stage (hosted by Jennifer Gibson) Tuesday, 
Lesbian & gay darts league Thursday. Current 
management ends March 14”, 


8 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SUNDAY, MARCH 1 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the April issue, “Lesbians with 
disabilities.’ Why not stop in and meet the 
newsletter crew! 

SATURDAY, MARCH 7 

EVM Mardi Gras 

An evening of jazz with Edmonton Vocal 
Minority and special guests VOCE, the PJ 
Perry trio and wandering street performers. 
Martini and daiquiri bars plus regular bar. 
Silent auction. Old Strathcona Arts Barns, 
10330-84 Ave. 8 pm; Tickets ($15 and $12) 


available at Orlando Books & the Front Page. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 7 
Dance at Shakespear’s 


Women only, 7 pm - 2 am; 10805-105 Avenue. 


420-1629. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 

How to Start, Join or Improve 

a Book Discussion Group for Queers 
Find out more about the joys of book 
discussion groups at this free talk at the 
Southgate branch of the Edmonton Public 
Library. 7 - 8:30 pm. Lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender and gay booklists will be 
available. Everyone welcome. Please pre- 
register; 496-1822. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:482 ~1794 
O? Hotline:988-3132 


FRIDAY, MARCH 13. 

Last Dance at Shakespear’s. For women 
only, 7 pm - 2 am. 10805-105 Avenue. 420-1629. 
Current management ends March 14”. 


MONDAY, MARCH 16 

Womonspace Board Meeting 

7 pm at GLCCE, suite 103, 10612-124 Street. All 
members are welcome. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 20 

Lesbian and Gay Teachers 
Social/Support Group. Monthly gathering at 
the Second Cup, 11210 Jasper Ave. after 4 pM. 
Call Grant, 432-1660 or Barrie, 432-9144. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 21 

Womonspace Dance 

A dance for women only in an informal 
atmosphere. Highlight of the evening will be a 
Bidding for Babes fund-raiser for Pride 98. Buy a 
date for the evening! Hazeldean Hall, 9630-66 
Ave. 8 pm to 1 am. $5 admission for members; $8 
non-members. Volunteer and get in free. For 
more info call 482-1794. Show your ticket stub 
later that night at The Roost for free admission. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 20 - SUNDAY, MARCH 22 
Embracing Sexuality Conference 
Workshops exploring lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered realities in a faith context. Grant 
MacEwan college (downtown campus). For more 
info call 433-5034 or e-mail: 
katharine.moore@ualberta.ca 


SUNDAY, APRILS 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345 Whyte Ave. at noon. 
Deadline for the May issue, ‘Lesbian Youth.’ 


Classics Monthly Meeting 
For women over 40. Jazzberrys Too Cafe, 10116 
124 Street, 2 pm 
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POULTRY IN MOTION 
Chicken will pluck your 


funnyhone 
by Lenore LeMay 

Chicken by Paula Martinac (Alyson, 1997) is 
the funniest book I’ve read in ages. I seriously 
did not want it to end, and when it did I wanted 
to start reading it all over again. My advice to 
you: go get this book from the library, or buy it 
as fast as you can! 

Actually, you may want to buy it because I 
can guarantee you'll want to read it again, and 
you'll be urging your friends to read it, or at 
least making them listen while you read them 
witty little sections out loud. 

So what’s this funny book all about It’s 
about Lynn, a 40-year-old dyke whose lover 
Claire justifies leaving her after 13 years on the 
grounds that “we weren’t enlarging ourselves 
any more.” Lynn proceeds to find herself in 
not one but two steamy hot relationships with 
women half her age. Her best girlfriend Harold 
(drag name Freeda Choose) ts envious and calls 
her “Chicken” (as in Hawk). 

First there’s Lexy, a leather dyke who comes 
with an assortment of sex toys that Lynn has 
never seen the likes of. Lexy knows what she 
wants: 

“Fuck me,” she said hoarsely. Claire has never 
said that in my memory. Our sex Life had been 
stuck somewhere in the early 1980s, when the 
standard lesbian directive, even at the pinnacle of 
passion, was “Use your fingers.” 

Then there’s Jude Mann, a po-mo sexual 
woman who doesn’t necessarily identify as a 
lesbian, has had sex with men, and has never 
slept with a woman before—but is definitely 


interested in Lynn. Jude’s mother is Jill Womann, 
notorious lesbian/feminist artist, who became 
famous sculpting huge cunts... 

Martinac—whose previous works include 
Home Moues and Lambda Literary Award winner ~ 
Out of Time—deconstructs lesbianism in the 790s, 
taking a hilarious peek at everything from 
monogamy and non-monogamy to safe sex, 
coming out to family, the lesbian feminist art 
scene and the sapphic phenomena of remaining 
friends with ex-lovers. This madcap, rollercoaster 
ride takes us from New York to Fire Island and 
the Hamptons. 

Chicken is like a fabulous orgasm—it builds 
and builds and builds; then when you can’t stand 
it any more it’s over, leaving the reader satisfied 
yet still craving more. 

All I wanted to say to Martinac was, “Please 
don’t stop!” : 


QUOTE: 


The man sitting next to me on the grass at the March 
on Washington asks, “Is he your husband?” as | 
return from kissing you, as you step down from the 
microphone. On stage, a drag queen in beaded 
white chiffon is ferociously lip-synching and tail- 
switching an answer to the introduction you have 
given her, praise from a drag king resplendent in 
your black-on-black suit. In the audience, | hesitate 
over my answer. Do | change the pronouns and the 
designation of husband? Finally | reply, “Yes, she is.” 
He hesitates in turn: “He hasn't gone through the 
operation?” The complexity of your history crowds 
around me as | mentally juggle your female birth 
sex, male gender expression. | say, “She's 
transgendered, not transsexual.” 

Minnie Bruce Pratt 

G/He, 1995 


’ 
pohrrginet 
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CLIT LIT: 
The story of a 


lesbian book club 
by Debbie Bryson 

As a member of a marginalized group I 
have always sought ways of coming together 
with others who are like me. Somewhat. Not 
all women marginalized because of 
lesbianism are alike. Some don’t like to read; 
some do. I wanted to come together with 
those who do. 

We began meeting about two years ago, 
myself, my partner, two women I had met 
once and one woman I had never met. We 
each listed authors, books and genres we 
were interested in, decided we had enough in 
common and got started. 

Our first task was to set up guidelines. 
This was grist for a lively and interesting 
debate. Did we want to read books with 
lesbian content written by lesbians; written by 
straight women; written by men; or books 
with no lesbian content, yet written by 
lesbians...P We processed (of course) and set 
up not-too-rigid guidelines and started our 
list. 

We next discussed membership. Because 
our community in Edmonton is small, some 
of us wanted to avoid the awkward scenario 
that might result if a member invited 
someone to join who tumed out to be an ex- 
lover of another member (who wasn’t 
currently their best friend!) or an ex-lust 
partner, so... we created a screening process 
to ensure no surprises. Potential new 
members’ names are run past all existing 
members to head off any potential 


uncomfortable situations. 

Then we discussed sexual orientation as it 
pertained to our membership. It’s a lesbian 
book group for lesbians only... oh, and by the 
way, what defines a lesbian? We came to some 
inconclusive conclusions about lesbian 
identity, and decided that when in doubt about 
the “rules” we’d be flexible. So, lesbians only, 
but bisexual women are welcome too, and ... 
who knows. 

We have read a lot of interesting books and 
had a lot of fascinating discussions—not 
always about the books, but often stemming 
from the subject matter in the books. 

The books we read often relect the 
realizites we deal with in our own lives. I find 
the exchange of ideas, philosophies, beliefs 
and stories stimulating, challenging and 
enlightening.We have included films, book 
readings and live theatre in our group’s focus. 
We have read fiction and non-fiction, fantasy 
and true stories. This diversity, and the 
constant addition of new members, keeps the 
group fresh and interesting. 


QUOTE: 


The struggle of trans people over the 
centuries is not his-story or her-story. It is 
our-story. 
I've been called a he-she, butch, bulldagger, 
cross-dresser, passing woman, female-to- 
male transvestite, and drag king. The word | 
prefer to use to describe myself is 
transgender. 
Leslie Feinberg 
Transgender Warriors, 1996 
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SPEAKING OF ‘NORMAL 
by Liz Massiah 
Chunical Social Worker, MSW, RSW 

Male, female, neither, both. Questions about 
what is a man, what is a woman, yin, yang, boy, 
girl, butch, femme. Are we determined by our 
body parts, by our souls, by our names? 

What ate the associations we make with 
power in our lives when we think of maleness 
and femaleness? A friend commented on 
someone she knows who became a male, and 
was astonished at the ease of access that 
became his simply because of his re-formed 
identity as a male. He had heard about the 
differences in privilege that men have, but 
experiencing it was quite another matter. 

We struggle not to be different, one from 
another, yet cling tightly to our differences. 
This creates a strong sense of identity, but also 
a sort of moat mentality in which our 
difference can become the most important 
thing about us. As long as I only hang out with 
the safe folks on my side of the moat, all will 
be well. This creates safety, security and 
isolation; us vs. them. 

A recent conversation with someone from a 
12-step program for men with “sex addiction” 
reminded me of the difference between having 
a name for what we experience and 
disappearing into that name. The goal of 
Sexaholics Anonymous is to be lust-free except 
within heterosexual marriage. No 
masturbation, no sexual thoughts, feelings or 
fantasies. The “addicts” are separated 
according to type of “addiction’”—fanatasies, 
sexual pleasure, sexual compulsion. Being 
lesbian or gay is seen as an addiction, and 
refusal to acknowledge our addiction is seen as 
denial. 


Some people are troubled by the demands of 
their lust, seeking orgasms whenever and 
wherever they can; sometimes to the detriment 
of the rest of their lives. Why is this seen as 
addiction in gays and lesbians, but not in 
heterosexuals? One person told me that those 
who see lust with same-gender partners as an 
addiction also say same-gender lust is the most 
powerful lust they experience. No wonder folks 
fear us! 

How can any of this help balance a soul and a 
spirit and a body? How can the joy of sexual 
connection, of pleasure from one’s own body, be 
supported and celebrated within this context? 
How can one get to know the demands of one’s 
sexual self in this context.P What about being 
aware of the times when you want to be sexual, 
and how that plays out in your life? How much 
of you believes you are truly helpless within your 
body? That unless you have x number of = 
orgasms a day, week, month, you are not all right 
within yourself—but more than a certain 
number is too many? What would you notice if 
you were not preoccupied by an unrelenting sex 
driver How are you enslaved by sexual urges? 

The term “sexual incontinence” makes more 
sense to me than sexual “addiction.” It reflects 
the ordinariness of this bodily function while 
suggesting it is simply happening in an 
inconvenient way. (People with bladder 
incontinence are not seen as being addicted to 
having wet underwear or being of flawed 
character, but as merely having a problem with 
part of their anatomy.) 

Looking for an absolute answer that defines 
the moat is attractive, but not always helpful. 
Difference and sameness have their place and 
both need respect. 

Suggestions or comments? Call 910-3050. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL BILL OF 
GENDER RIGHTS 


The Right to Define Gender Identity 
All human beings carry within themselves an ever- 
unfolding idea of who they are and what they are capable 
of achieving. The individual’s sense of self is not 
determined by chromosomal sex, genitalia, assigned birth 
sex, or initial gender role. Thus the individual’s identity 
and capabilities cannot be circumscribed by what society 
deems to be be masculine or feminine behaviour. It is 
fundamental that individuals have the right to define, and 
to redefine as their lives unfold, their own gender 
identity, without regard to chromosomal sex, genitalia, 
assigned birth sex, or initial gender role. 
The Right to Free Expression 
of Gender Identity 
Given the right to define one’s own gender identity, 
all human beings have the corresponding right to free 
expression of their self-defined gender identity. 
The Right to Secure and Retain Employment 
and to Receive Just Compensation 
Given the economic structure of modem society, all 
human beings have a right to train for and to pursue an 
occupation or profession as a means of providing shelter, 
sustenance, and the necessitites and bounty of life, for 
themselves and for those dependent upon them, to 
secure and retain employment, and to recieve just 
compensation for their labour regardless of gender 
identity, chromosomal sex, genitalia, assigned birth sex, 
or initial gender role. 
The Right of Access to Gendered Space and 
Participation in Gendered Activity 
Given the right to define one’s own gender identity 
and the corresponding right to free expression of a self- 
defined gender identity, no individual should be denied 
access to a space or denied participation in an activity by 
virtue of a self-defined gender identity which is not in 
accord with chromosomal sex, genitalia, assigned birth 
sex, or initial gender role. 
The Right to Control and Change 
One’s Own Body 
All human beings have the right to control their 
bodies, which includes the right to change their bodies 
cosmetically, chemically, or surgically, so as to express a 
self-defined gender identity. 


The Right to Competent Medical 
and Professional Care 
Given the individual right to define one’s gender 
identity, and the right to change one’s own body as 
means of expressing a self-defined gender identy, no 
individual should be denied access to competent medical 
or other professional care on the basis of chromosomal 
sex, genitalia, assigned birth sex, or initial gender role. 
The Right to Freedom from Psychiatric 
Diagnosis or Treatment 
Given the right to define one’s own gender identity, 
individuals should not be subject to psychiatric diagnosis 
or treatment solely on the basis of their gender identity 
or role. 
The Right to Sexual Expression 
Given the right to a self-defined gender identity, 
every consenting adult has a corresponding right to free 
sexual expression. 

The Right to Form Committed, Loving 
Relationships and Enter into Marital Contracts 
Given that all human beings have the right to free 

expression of a self-defined gender identity, and the 
right to sexual expression as a form of gender 
expression, all human beings have a corresponding right 
to form committed, loving relationships with one 
another and to enter into marital contracts, regardless of 
either partner's chromosomal sex, genitalia, assigned 
birth sex, or initial gender role. 

The Right to Conceive, Bear or Adopt 
Children; the Right to Nurture and Have 
Custody of Children and 
Exercise Parental Capacity 
Given the individual’s right to form a committed, 

loving relationship with another, and to enter into 
marital contracts with another, together with the right to 
sexual expression of one’s gender identity, all individuals 
have a corresponding right to conceive and bear 
children, to adopt children, to nurture children and have 
custody of children, and to exercise parental capacity 
with respect to children, natural or adopted, without 
regard to chromosomal sex, genitalia, assigned birth sex, 
or initial gender role. 


(These rights were first publicly approved and adopted by 
the Second International Conference on Transgender Law and 
Employment Policy, Texas, 1993. This restated version was 
adopted in 1995. ) 
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by Honeypot 

ARIES: No guts, no Gloria. 
Its time to stop blubbering and 
take that big chance—all life is a chance. 
What seems frivolous now will have you 
looking back very fondlingly, er, fondly in 10 
years. 

TAURUS: Take all your usual bull, factor in 
the Year of the Tiger... and you've got the 
social faux pas of the century brewing. Run, 
don't walk, to Orlando Books and find a 
guide to lesbian etiquette. Quick! 

GEMINI: When opportunity knocks, quit 
trying to.exit, stage left. A bouncy babe in 
vintage clothing will catch your eye mid- 
month. Be a big spender. She'll pay off 
when you least expectit. 

CANCER: Now that your femme side has 
survived the Valentine’s Day mascara, try 
flexing a little butch muscle to get yourself 
primed up for spring. Oil up the ol’ ball 
glove... and don’t forget to save some 
Labialube for the infielder of your choice. 
LEO: Your usually fastidious ways are out 
the window this month. Welcome to 
slobville! Before you revert back to chronic 
Cleanliness, let the dishes pile up for a 
week. But don’t push it with the litter 
box—your kitties know how to exact 
revenge, and the result won't exactly be 
heaven scent. 

VIRGO: Catching yourself falling in love 


again? Forget the Ides of March; beware the 


eyes of Marsha. When she starts batting those 
baby blues, you’re in extreme danger. The 
color purple will protect you. 

LIBRA: Sitting on the fence may feel safe for 
now, but remember there'll be muck on both 
sides—and perhaps even a little cow 
poo—when you decide to parachute in for a 
landing. You might consider adding hip-waders 
to your massive collection of rubber boots. 
SCORPIO: It’s never too early to panic. 
You've got some tough decisions ahead but 
they can be safely ignored for at least three 
more haircuts. When the timing is right, you'll 
know it; a clock will literally fall on your head. 
(Remember, you read it here first.) 
SAGITTARIUS: Brace yourself for the charge 
of the dyke brigade. Go forth and multiply, 
orgasmically-speaking. Most importantly, 
replenish your spice rack. (So many wimmin, 
So little thyme.) 

CAPRICORN: As time marches on, friends 
may come and go but exes will driftin and out 
of your life forever, constantly discovering new 
ways to torment you. It’s a fact of sapphic life; 
get used to it. 

AQUARIUS: It must be Kelly ‘cause Pam don’t 
shake like that. Wear your most slinkster outfit 
to Hazeldean Hall on the 21st and do some 
fancy dancing. Red shoes are always the right 
choice! 

PISCES: Hold off on getting a new pet. Many 
sexual delights are just around the corner. The 
best way to prepare is to just relax and let them 
come to you. And come, and come, and 
come... aaaaaaaahhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh. 
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Jue C. Luoyp 
Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone 497-7755 


The Mountain Berry Inn 
40 private acres, beautiful view, 
15 mins. from Salmon Arm, 
5 minutes off the Trans Canada Hwy. 
Lovely country cottage or B&B available. 
Group rates too! 
Phone/Fax 
250-835-8891 
e-mail: mberry@jetstream.net 


P=¥ PRIMERICA 


Financial Services 
Linda Tokaryk 


Personal Financial Analyst 


Maytield Business Center 
10525 -170 St., Suite 100 
Edmonton, AB TSP 4W2 


An independent representative of Primerica Financial Services 
Representing: Primerica Life Insurance Company of Canada 
and PFSL Investments Canada Ltd., Mutual Fund Dealer 


Bus. (403) 486-1101 
Res. (403) 963-4762 
Cell (403) 907-0320 


A Member of TravelersGroup) 


1998 PRIDE AWARDS 


The Pride Awards recognize contributions 
to the gay-lesbian-bisexual community of 
Edmonton. The Michael Phair Award 
and the Maureen Irwin Award are given 
to two individuals in recognition for 
longterm service to the gay and lesbian 
community. Pride Certificates are 
awarded to groups, events or individuals to 
recognize special contributions to the 
community. Send your nominations (with 
attached biography or outline of the 
achievement) to Awards Committee Pride 
"98, GLCCE, Suite 103, 10612-124 Street 
Edmonton AB T5N 154. Deadline May 1”. 
Phone 488-3234 for more information. 


Calling all lesbian parents: 

Would you be interested in joining a 
support/social group that would support 
you and your children while still having 
funr I feel it would be good for our 
children to know that there are many 
families just like theirs. If you feel the 
same, call Tracey at 450-3537. 


private, 


Spanish Lessony 


- qualified teacher - 


coll Lucrezia for detaily 
439-0821 


To advertise in Womonspace News, call 482-1794. 
Business card: $15. Quarter-page: $25 (Classified ads are free for members) 


~ ? 
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Womonspace 


Dance ae 


pea ey” 


Saturday, March 21 


8 pm to 1 AM 
Hazeldean Community Hall 
9630-66 Avenue, 
Bidding for Babes Fund-raiser for Pride 08 
Buy adate forthe evening! 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482-1794 


Confidentiality Assured 
NAME(S) : ie 
ADDRESS Gils 
POSTAL CODE PHONE. 


12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single $25/couple (with one newslete) 
$15/Associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only). | 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available). 


New Member 0) Renewal] Associate] I would hee to bea volunteer Yes O No 
Please mail my newsletter to me home Ee 


as | 
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